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Results: In total, 145 pts were entered into the study between March 2006
and January 2008; 72 pts received bev + XELIRI and 73 pts received bev
+ FOLFIRI (male 64%/48%; median age 61/61 years; 35%/36% >65 years
of age, respectively). Preliminary results from the first 6 months of follow-
up are reported here. A total of 491/783 cycles were administered, with
63%/67% of pts receiving at least the planned number of cycles (8 cycles
for bev + XELIRI and 12 for bev + FOLFIRI). The main efficacy and safety
results are shown in the table.
Conclusions: This randomised non-comparative study has shown that bev
+ XELIRI and bev + FOLFIRI are similarly effective treatments for pts with
mCRC, with manageable toxicity profiles. Final results will be presented at
the meeting.
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Background: As we previously reported the GONO-FOLFOXIRI regimen
compared to FOLFIRI demonstrated significant improvements in responses
(60% vs 34%, p < 0.001), secondary radical (R0) resection of metastases
(15% vs 6%, p = 0.03), progression-free survival (9.8 vs 6.9 months,
p = 0.006) and overall survival (22.6 vs 16.7 months, p = 0.03) after a
median follow up of 18.4 months.
Methods: We updated overall survival (OS) and progression-free survival
(PFS) data of the 244 randomized patients after a median follow up of
60.6 months (mos) and we used a risk-stratified analysis according to
the Kohne prognostic model to determine if treatment outcomes differ in
specific patient subgroups.
Results: The updated results confirm a significant improvement for
FOLFOXIRI in terms of PFS (median 9.8 vs 6.8mos, HR = 0.59, p < 0.0001)
and OS (median 23.4 vs 16.7mos, HR = 0.74, p = 0.026 and 5-years
survival rate 15% vs 8%). There is a PFS and OS benefit from FOLFOXIRI
also excluding from the analysis the R0 patients (median PFS 9.5 vs
6.6mos, p = 0.0001 and median OS 20.2 vs 15.9 months, p = 0.12). With
regard to the risk-stratified analysis, FOLFOXIRI results in longer PFS
and OS than FOLFIRI in all risk subgroups with Hazard Ratios for low,
intermediate and high risk groups respectively of 0.68, 0.56 and 0.44 for
PFS and of 0.90, 0.58 and 0.78 for OS.
Conclusions: These results demonstrate that the GONO-FOLFOXIRI
regimen is associated also with a better long term outcome compared to
FOLFIRI (with an absolute benefit in survival at 5 years of 7%) and that
the superiority of FOLFOXIRI is not only related to the increased rate of
R0 surgery of metastases, but also to a better palliative effect which does
not seem to be limited to some specific subgroup.
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Background: CML pts K-RAS wild type seem to benefit from the addiction
of Cmab to standard chemotherapy (Crystal and Opus trials). Triplet
combination of CPT-11/5-FU/FA/L-OHP (Falcone 2007) is more effective
than doublets. Aim of the study was to evaluate Cmab+CPT-11-FFL in
unresectable CLM pts, with primary endpoint resectability.
Methods: Unresectability criteria: (a) size >5 cm; (b) multinodular; (c) ilar
location; (d) extrahepatic disease. Aim was to have at least 30% resection
rate (power 80%, p0 = 10% and p1 = 25%). Pts received weekly Cmab plus
CPT-11 130mg/m2/d1 6 h infusion (peak at 13:00), and 12 h, days 2−5,
infusion of L-OHP 20mg/m2/d (peak at 16:00), FA 150mg/m2/d plus 5-FU

600mg/m2/d (peak at 4:00), q2 weeks; after first 17 pts L-OHP and 5-FU
were reduced to 15 and 550mg/m2/d resrectively due to toxicity. Trial was
disegned in 2006, thus we retrospectively evaluated EGFR and K-RAS
Results: From 07/20/2006 to 09/01/2008 we enrolled 43 pts: M/F 27/16;
median age 60.7 y (33−76), median PS 0. Primary tumor colon/rectum
34/9; primary tumor resected 39 pts (79%); synchronous metastases
35 pts (81%); liver involvement <25%/>25% 9/34 (21/79%), pre-treatment
median CEA/Ca19−9 55 ng/ml (1–6600)/91.8 U/l (2–66440); unresectability
(a) 9 (21%), (b) 29 (68%), (c) 1, (d) 4 (9%). EGFR and K-RAS status was
evaluated in 70% of pts (liver biopsy). EGFR staining: neg 18%, + 7%,
++ 57%, +++ 18%. K-RAS wt 75% and mut 25%. We had 34 partial
response (79%, CI 79.1−87), 5 stable disease and 4 pts not valuable for
toxicity. Complete CLM resection in 25 pts (58%), 2 pts still to be resected.
Median number (n) of courses (c) per pt was 10 (2−18) with median n of c
before surgery (s) = 5 (3−10) and after s = 6 (1−6); median time from last c
to s was 2 wks (2−4), from s to recovery chemotherapy was 10 wks (2−16).
Median follow-up was 14 months (range 1−34), median PFS 13 months
(CI95% 6−20), median OS not reached with 2 y survuval of 63%; 14 pts
alive without recurrence (32%) and 13 deaths (30%).
Major limiting toxicity was diarrhea: G2 6%, G3 81% and G4 12.5%,
significantly reduced after dose modification: G2 26%, G3 35% (p 0.005),
G4 1% (p 0.006). Abdominal pain also resulted significantly reduced:
G2 31/25%, G3 31/7% (p 0.05). No significant differences pre/after dose
modification for other toxicities. Toxicity did not affect time to surgery
(p 0.23).
Conclusions: A triplet combination of Cmab+CPT-11-FFL seems able
to obtain tumor shrinkage in 79% of unresectable CLM pts with 58% of
complete lliver resection. Major limiting toxicity was diarrhea improved with
dose modofication. Definitive results on molecular analysis and prognostic
factors are in progress.
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Background: The aim of the study was to compare different available
imaging techniques in patients (pts) with colorectal cancer liver metastasis
(CLMs) in order to define the best diagnostic accuracy before liver surgery.
Materials and Methods: Consecutive pts with potentially resectable CLMs
afferent to the Multidisciplinary Liver Team of S. Orsola Malpighi Hospital
in Bologna were studied, with computed tomography scan (CT), magnetic
resonance diffusion-weighted (MR-DW), 18F-FDG-PET and liver contrast-
enhanced ultrasonography (CEUS1) in the 3 weeks prior to liver surgery.
CEUS was also performed intra-operatively (CEUS2). All the imaging
exams were performed according to the standard operative procedures.
Results: From December 2007 to March 2009, thirty-eight out of 65 pts
enrolled in the PROMETEO study underwent liver resection. The pt
characteristics were: 23 (60.5%) males, 15 (39.5%) females; 25 (65.8%)
synchronous metastasis, 13 (34.2%) metachronous metastasis; 19 (50%)
neoadjuvant chemotherapy; 8 (21.1%) previous liver surgery; 4 (10.5%)
previous loco-regional treatment. One-hundred and twenty-nine liver
lesions were resected; the median number lesions per patient was 2 (range
1−15). All the lesions were studied with CT, 109 (84.5%) with MR-DW,
119 (92.2%) with PET, 116 (89.9%) with CEUS1, and 126 (97.7%) with
CEUS2. Five lesions (4%) at pathological examination were non-metastasis
(1 hamartoma, 1 steatosis, 1 giant-cell reaction, 2 necrosis). The table
reports diagnostic values of different imaging techniques:

CT % MR-DW % PET % CEUS1 % CEUS2 %

Accuracy 102/129 79 105/109 96 69/119 58 87/116 75 117/126 93
Sensitivity 101/124 81.5 104/116 90 68/116 59 86/111 77.5 114/121 94
PPV 101/105 96 104/106 98 68/70 97 86/90 95.5 114/116 98
Specificity 1/5 20 1/3 33 1/3 33 1/5 20 3/5 60
NPV 1/24 4 1/13 8 1/49 2 1/26 4 3/10 30

PPV, positive predictive value; NPV, negative predictive value.

Conclusions: According to this preliminary data, MR-DW and CEUS2
imaging appear to be very accurate imaging techniques in the detection of
liver metastasis in patients who are candidates for resection.




